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Scientific Impact: 
The goal of this REU Site is to 
engage participating students in 
real-world projects studying 
disinformation from the 
perspectives of data analytics, 
information retrieval, applied 
machine learning, web 
archiving, and social computing. 

Solution: 

Students will leverage 
knowledge and skills learned to 
discern and debunk 
disinformation, which could aid 
their families, friends, and 
social media contacts and 
eventually help prevent 
disinformation from spreading.

Challenge: 
Unfortunately, due to the lack 
of understanding of the basic 
and/or the best available 
science, and the limited 
accessibility of credible 
information, a vast number of 
citizens are susceptible to 
disinformation.

Broader Impact and 
Broader Participation: 

With its focus on identifying 
disinformation, this program 
will broaden the views of the 
students, providing them with 
a holistic and in-depth 
understanding of 
disinformation and its viral 
spread across the Web.Award # 2149607, reu@cs.odu.edu, 
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